[Management strategies of arterial prosthetic graft infection in lower extremity:a report of 5 cases].
To explore the management strategies of pyogenic vascular prosthetic graft infection. The clinical data of 5 cases of prosthetic vascular graft infection in lower extremity between 2003 and 2010 were retrospectively analyzed. All of them were treated by antibiotics, debridement and drainage. One patient died from acute myocardial infarction and septic shock. Two patients were cured by extra-anatomic arterial bypass and removal of infected graft after a basic control of infections. And another two patients had the diseased limb amputated after the removal of infected vascular graft without blood reconstruction. Pyogenic infection of vascular graft is hard to treat with conservative measures. Revascularization prior to removal of infected graft is recommended for a better outcome.